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Borne Healed Barnples and patterns which have done duty for
a considerable number of yearn, it is notorious in the trade
that they are more suited to adorn the cases in an
arcliH'ologieal museum. Laxity or oversight on the part of
those responsible lias led to their retention, though they
do not at all correspond to the spirit of the specification
form m current use.

With the wider spread of chemical analysis, and with the
more general knowledge regarding the price of raw rubber,
there hue been discernible of late a disposition on the part
of large*, buyers of rubber goods to face the matter of prices
fairly, rind to recognise that if good rubber is wanted, it
rmwt be paid for. Even with the price of rubber 2s. per Ib.
higher than it was five years ago, this tendency, which
showed itself a few years ago, has experienced no set back..
Indications are not wanting, for instance, that the reign
of the cheap buffer at bed-rock prices is nearly over;
it has been borne in upon the minds of the purchasers of
these goods that the removal of the pieces of the buffer after
it has been in use for a short time is an additional expense
which should be debited to the original cost. Kailway
coiiehes, unlike Phaeton's car, are destined to run for more
than one day ; and it cannot be considered sound policy to
nmlce tiny part, or to include any fittings, of an ephemeral
nature. The futility of buying highly adulterated rubber
goods            to have a more general recognition at the

time than has hitherto been the case, and this
is to be welcomed both in the interests of the purchasers
and as tending to the removal of a stigma which has
east upon the trade by engineers and others who
remained complacently blind to the fact that adulteration
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